Appendix D.

Family Medicine Clerkship Debriefing Session – 2 hours in length

Occur on last Wednesday of the month – 1-3 pm

Facilitated by Behavioral Scientist and a hospice physician 

Goal of the debriefing:
-Facilitate the sharing of the various palliative care experiences

-to enhance clinical understanding of this at-risk population

-compare and contrast utilities of each type of experience

-expand level of community resources for this patient group

-Reinforce principles of patient-centered clinical care


patient understanding and experience of Illness


mutually agreed upon plans for care

Facilitator’s Role

Structure the session by asking students to each pick one of the patients they observed.   Share with the group (peers) info about patients’ age and gender, condition, length of stay in hospice, which hospice, etc.  Then they are to discuss any and all impressions, questions, etc.  
Begin by having the facilitators introduce themselves and provide overall plan for the session.

· Discuss reasons/goals for the debriefing: see above 

· Everyone to have their one-page homework assignment of their site visit experience

· Sharing their experience from the assignment is optional.

· Encourage everyone to participate.  

             --Everyone should at least share where they went.

· Try not to let one member dominate

· Facilitate the comparing and contrasting of the experiences without having students be judgmental.

· Stress importance of learning about all the possible palliative care resources available for patients.  

· Want types of sites visited grouped together so those that went to home hospice sites talk about their experiences, those that visited a residential treatment facility talk about their experiences, etc.  

· Ask facilitative questions:

--Did anything surprise them about the management of the dying patient at the site they visited?

--Was the use of allied health professionals useful to the care of the dying patient (s) they encountered?


--What didn’t they like about the visit?


--Were they hesitant to go prior to the hospice site visit?


--What was the best part of the hospice visit?

--Did the experience assist in advancing their understanding of hospice care?  Or the dying patient?

